
An Open Letter to Utahns

It is with deep regret that I will no longer be able to support Senator Hatch in his 
candidacy for the U.S. Senate. I have supported Senator Hatch for the past 36 years 
and this decision to withdraw my support is one I wish I didn’t have to make. When 
he insults good, honest candidates and individuals who are trying to save this country by returning to the 
Founders’ Constitution, he is insulting every citizen of Utah.

He has flip-flopped on a critical constitutional issue. That issue is the need to repeal the 17th Amendment 
of our divinely inspired Constitution. Senator Hatch used to be in favor of repeal. Now he has openly and 
aggressively spoken against repeal. To add insult to injury he has attacked fellow Republican candidates for 
rightfully being in favor of repealing the misguided 17th Amendment to restore power to sovereign states.

The Senator knows this would be a threat to his personal power and remove undue power centralized in 
Washington D.C. by giving it back to the respective states. The need to restore the balance of power to our 
state has never been greater. If we fail to act quickly we will become less free and less prosperous. 

Paid for by Bert N. Smith.

Senator Hatch has shown his true colors. He certainly has seniority and with it comes incredible power but at what cost to the average Utahn? Senator, give the power 
back to the sovereign State of Utah. Repeal the 17th Amendment.         Bert N. Smith, Ogden, Utah

Why repeal the 17th Amendment?
The Founders created the Senate to represent the states and the House of Representatives to represent the people. These two 
bodies worked together to balance power between the federal government and the states for your protection.

Senators, selected by and accountable to the states, worked to keep state powers strong so they could protect the people from 
abuse by the federal government. Members of the House of Representatives worked in behalf of the people, to protect their rights. 
This balance of representation between the states and the people worked to keep the federal government in check.

One hundred years ago, the progressive philosophy of the Wilson era produced the Income Tax, the Federal Reserve, and the 
17th Amendment. This Amendment took from the state legislatures the right to choose their two Senators, and let the people of 
the state choose their Senators in a state-wide election. 

This change stripped power from the states and strengthened the federal government. It completely removed the states ability 
to protect the people from federal abuse because it completely removes the states voice and input in the:

1. Approval of all federal legislation

2. Approval of executive appointments for cabinet positions and federal judges

3. Ratification of international treaties and

4. Judgment in impeachment matters

Moreover, state-wide election of Senators removes accountability Senators have to their constituents and gives it to the most powerful lobbyists and their election 
campaign contributors. Gone is the republican (representative) form of government guaranteed by Article IV Section 4 of the U.S. Constitution.

After one hundred years of unchecked abuse by the federal government, we need to restore the lost balance of power between the states and the federal government. 

Only with a Senate accountable to the state, will our state again have a voice and input in the approval of all federal legislation, the selection of wise judges and federal 
officers, ratification of international treaties, and judgment in impeachment matters. Only then will the states be able to again protect us from abuse by the federal 
government.

The first and most important thing that must be done to restore America to its liberty and prosperity is to repeal the 17th Amendment.  Repeal17now.org

Senator Orrin Hatch
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